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On 27 May 2020, the European Commission has announced its new proposal for the Multiannual 

Financial Framework for the period 2021-2027 (MFF 2021-2027) and the new recovery plan. The 

MFF 2021-2027 proposal includes a new budget of 94.4 billion euros (in 2018 prices) for Horizon 

Europe, the Framework Programme for Research and Innovation 2021-2027. 

The Consejo Superior de Investigaciones Científicas (CSIC) applauds the new budget proposed for 

Horizon Europe, which recognises the importance of Research and Innovation (R&I) as a key 

instrument to achieve the objectives and priorities of the European Union, such as health or the 

green and digital transformations, as well as boosting a knowledge-based economy and create growth 

and jobs.  

Nevertheless, further details on the figures committed to R&I, their distribution within Horizon 

Europe, or the synergies and complementarities with other programmes would be very much 

appreciated.  

The CSIC urges the European Parliament and the European Council to reach a rapid agreement that 

would allow the Programme to start on 1 January 2021 and to maintain the efforts started by the 

Commission to reinforce R&I in the European Union.  

Since Horizon Europe needs an ambitious budget, the CSIC supports the 120 billion euros requested 

by the European Parliament in November 2018 as the only way to foster excellent R&I in Europe. 

Under no circumstances should the final Horizon Europe budget be lower than the updated one 

presented now by the Commission. 

Taking all this into consideration, the CSIC reiterates its commitment to promote excellence in 

science and innovation and its willingness to play an active role in the preparation of the next 

Framework Programme working closely with the European Union Institutions and the rest of 

European research and innovation organisations. 

The CSIC is the major Spanish Public Research Institution and ranks among Europe’s main research performing 

organisations, carrying out a key role in scientific and technological policies in Spain and worldwide. As of May 2020, 

the CSIC has obtained 613 projects in Horizon 2020 with a total EU financial contribution of 262 million euros. The 

CSIC is listed as the first organisation in Spain and the third participant by number of projects in the current Framework 

Programme. 


